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An HYMN, 
ON THE OCCASION. 


'T ov God of Mercy and of Grace! 
We dedicate, in Prayer, and Praiſe, 

This Temple raiſed o Thee 

Do thou, O Lord, thy Preſence yield, 
With Bleſlings let this Houſe be flu, 
May all by Glory ſee. 


Father of Mercies, bow thine Ear, 
Jeſus, thou Son of David, hear, 
Spirit of Grace deſcend; 

Loid, in this Houſe, with great gucceß, 
Thy Worſhip crown, this People bleſs, 
On thee our Souls depend. 


Poor Sinners, we addreſs thy Throne, 
Our Guilt, and our diſgrace we own, 
Of Sinners, we are chief; 

With Hearts polluted, Lives defil'd, 
By Sin and Satan long beguil'd, 
Do thou afford Relief. 


We plead the Lack that once was lain, 
Jeſus, who dy'd, and roſe again, 
A 2 Who 
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| Who dy'd, that we might live; 
| Dear Savior, thro' th' Atonement made, 
| And in thy Righteouſneſs array'd, 

| May we * Grace receive. 


Spirit of God! our Souls inſpire; 
Thine Image, Lord, we now deſire, 
Thy Preſence and thy Love; 

Aſſiſt us to rehearſe thy Praiſe, 

| | The Remnant of our fleeting days, 

| | Till rais'd to Heav'n above, 
1» 


: 


i} Thou God of Mercy, and of once! 
| We dedicate, in Prayer and Praiſe, 
i This Temple rais'd to Thee ; 
| Do thou, O Lord, thy Preſence yield, 
| With Bleſſings let this Houſe he fill'd, 
| 


May all thy Glory ſee, 
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A PRAYER BEFORE SERMON, - 


O LORD God of our Fathers, the 
God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of 
Jacob! Do thou in mercy attend un- 
to the voice of our ſupplications, and 
anſwer the petitions, which we have 
already offered up unto thy Divine 
Majeſty! O Lord God of Iſrael, there 
is no God like unto thee, in the hea- 
vens, or in the earth, which keepeth 
covenant, and ſheweth mercy to thy 
ſervants, who walk before thee with 
all their hearts. 


Thou haſt promiſed, that in all 
places, where thou recordeſt thy name, 


there thou wilt come, and bleſs thy 
people. | 


O may thy name be recorded in 
this place! and here do thou bleſs us! 
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And wilt thou, O God, in very 
deed, dwell with men on the earth? 
Fill this houſe with thy glory and 
ſanctify it for thine honor! Here. do 
thou diſpenſe thy bleſſings abundant- 
ly.; that every worſhipper may, with 
Joy, confeſs—ſurely the Lord is in 
this place !—This is none other but 
the Houle of God, and this is the 
gate of Heaven ! 


O Lord, do thou ſanctify me for 
thy ſervice herein! May my heart, 
wy life, my all, be dedicated, and 
devoted, to thee ! Aſſiſt my infirmi- 
tices—=give me wiſdom, knowledge, 


and grace; prudence, meeknels, faith- 


fulnels, and zeal; and, above all, 


humility, faith, and love. May I be 


enabled ſo to embrace the Friend of 
{inners ; ſo to receive his impreſs on 
my own ſoul; and ſo to commend, in 
life and doctrine, Divine Truth to 


this EE 7 ; that, through thy grace, 
may 
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with thy glory. 


EN 
I may both ſave myſelf, and be inſtru- 
mental of ſaving them that hear me. 


O Lord, do thou bleſs this peo- 
ple—Bleſs them with an hearing ear, 
an underſtanding heart, and a right 
Judgment in all things, pertaining to 
their preſent peace, and to their future 
everlaſting felicity. 

Do thou, O Lord, bleſs all man- 
kind. | | 


Bleſs the realms towhich we belong. 


Bleſs our King, and every branch 
of the Royal Family. 


Bleſs the biſhops, and all the mini- 
ſters of thy koly word; and in parti- 
cular, do thou abundantly bleis our 
dioceſan. 


Bleſs the magiſtrates, and all who 
are put in authority over us. 


Bleſs thern all with thy grace—and 


And 
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And may gratitude and thankful- 
neſs inſpire all our ſouls—may we 
Praiſe thee, O God, as our Creator, 
our Preſerver, and as the Giver of all 
good things. But above all, may we 
praiſe thee for thine ineſtimable 
love, in the redemption of the world, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for 
the means of grace; and forthe hope 


of glory, which is held forth to our 
view in the goſpel. 


Particularly we are bound to praiſe 
thee for this thine houſe ; which in 


thy good providence, is erected for 


thine honor. 


And now, O God! As thou haſt 
cauſed thy holy ſcriptures to be writ- 
ten for our learning, and, herein 140 


be made known for our inſtruction, 


grant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inward- 
ly digeſt them; that, by patience and 
comfort of thy holy word, we may 

| embrace, 
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embrace, and ever hold faſt the bleſ- 


ſed hope of everlaſting life, which 


thou haſt given us in our Savior 
Jeſus Chriſt, =in whoſe name, and 
perfect form of words we ſum up our 
imperfect petitions. Wo 


Our Father, Kc. 


w OE 


SERMON 


SERMON 1. 
2 Caron. vii, 14, 15, 16. 


Tf my people, wich are called by my 
name, ſhall humble themſelves, and 
pray, and ſeek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from Heaven, and will forgive 
their fin, and will heal their land. 


Now mine eyes fall be open, and 
mine ears allent unto the prayer that 
is made in this place. 


For now have I choſen, and ſandcti- 
fied this houſe, that my name may be 
there forever. And mine eyes and 
mine heart ſhall be there perpetually. 


Ix every period of time, the God of 
the univerſe has made himſelf known 
to his intelligent creatures, as the 
one object of admiration, love, and 


N Beſore 
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Before man was formed, God creat- 
ed a world, as the theatre of his own 
praiſe, for the diſplay of his divine 
perfections; wherein he manifeſted 
his wiſdom, power, and glory. He 
ſpake, and it was done; he command- 
ed, and it ood faſt. Hence the Hea- 
vens declare the glory of God, and the 
ſirmament ſheweth his handiworks.. 


And when man was created, where- 
ever he turned his eyes, he beheld 
the finger of God. Hereby he was 
taught dependance on, and worſhip 
of him, from whom he received life, 
and breath, and all things. 


And, while he lived dependant on 
Gods, and was obedient to his word, 
he was happy; he enjoyed the bliſs 
of paradiſe. —But, we are informed, 
that, being tempted of the devil, who 
had revolted from God, he beeame 
diſobedient, and conſequently miſer- 
able; for, having loſt the image, he 

| was 
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was driven from the enjoyment of 
God. | 


His deſcendants, in conſequence, 
partaking of his nature, now corrupt, 
and depraved, were, like him, tranſ- 
greſſors, revolters from God.— Their 


underſtandings were darkened; their 


wills, and their affections were 
alienated; and they became lovers, 


and worſhippers, of the creature, ra- 


ther than of the Creator. They turned 
their backs upon him, who alone 
could make them happy; and wil- 
lingly ſubjected themſelves to their 
ſinful paſſions, and to the ſentence 
of his juſt indignation. 


Hence ſpiritual and temporal death 
took place the prelude to eternal 
ſeperation from God; to miſery, and 


death everlaſting. 


But, before man ſinned, God had 
provided a remedy. Of his.own good 
* he had planned a diſplay of 

mercy 


1 
mercy—mercy to the miſerable, and 
the helpleſs; and in a way, in which 
he magnified his divine juſtice, 

In a covenant of ſovereign grace, 
the mercy of a Triune God is glori- 
ouſly triamphant! Herein the love of 
God the Father is revealed, for the 
ſalvation of ſinners; by the voluntary 
ſacrifice, and redemption of God the 
Son; and by the gracious, ſanctifying 
influence of God the Holy Spirit. 


All mankind now, as ſinners, are 
penſioners on mercy. And had it 
not been for the revelation of this 
mercy, deſpair, and death eternal 10 
all, muſt have enſued. 


God however, who is ich in mercy, 
ſoon made known, to the firſt great 
offender, his purpoſe of grace; that 
his beloved Son ſhould, in due time, 
become i incarnate; and that he ſhould, 
in the human nature, united with the 
divine, make an atonement ſor tranf- 

B greſſors, 


— — 
m. 


(46:4 
greſſors, that whoſoever believeth on 
him might not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. 


In that firſt great promiſe to Adam, 
* The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe 
© the ſerpent's head,” ſinners, in e- 
vety period of time, and of every 
degree, were taught to look to the 
Sav1or, and rejoice in his ſalvation. 


And, while the bulk of mankind 
continued obſſinate tranſgrefiors,— 
Under the PRIMA RV diſpenſation, 


Or revelation of the grace of God, 
a remnant became worſhippers of the 
true God: And, as inſtructed of God, 


to offer ſacrifices, ſo 


ALTARS 


were erefted unto him; hereby ac- 


knowledging their faith in the One 
Great Sacrifice of the Son of God, 


on which they placed their hopes of 
pardon, and acceptance with God. 
We 
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We have the hiſtory of theſe 
tranſactions, and the end of the dif- 
ferent deſcriptions of this race of men 
revealed to us, in the firſt ſeven chap- 
ters of Geneſis. 


In this period, Noah, being warn- 


ed of God of things not ſeen as yet, 


moved with fear, prepared an ark to 
the ſaving of his houſe; by the which 
he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteouſneſs vn | is by 
faith. 


der the Farenab e diſpenſe 


ation— 


the foiritual worſhippers of God 
yielded acceptable fervice, in direct- 
ing their faith, and petitions, to the 
appointed Savior ; and the promiſes 
in him. As Abel, Enoch, Noah, 
and others in the beginning, ſo now 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and their 
believing polterity. 


B 2 By 
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By divitie appointment, and as 
more explanatory of God's purpoſes 
of mercy and grace, in this period, 
not only Allars, but 


TABERNACLES 


were ereQed, for the worſhip, and 
ſervice of the God of Iſrael. 


And, while the world in a 
turned to their idols — believeis en- 
joyed the benefit of God's worſhip: 
promiſes were fulfilled on their be- 
half; bleſſings were granted them: 
God's gracious preſence was afford- 
ed; and their ſouls rejoiced therein. 


Now God made his covenant with 
Abraham, that in his ſeed, that is, 
by the Meſhah, who would, as man, 
proceed from his Joins, all the families 
of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. Hence, 
he devoted himſelf, in grateful love, 
wholly to God; he was obedient to 
the divine will; at the command of 
God, he gave his ſon as a ſacrifice; 

received 


* 4 
received him back again from God ; 
and, by the ſubſtitution of the ram, 
he was taught, that God had provid- 
ed, in his Son, a Lamb for a burnt- 
offering, as the one atonement for 
finners. And, however diſtant the 
period might be, or to whatever ex- 
tremities his faithful worſhippers might 
be brought, by the altar which he 
raiſed, and the inſcription, Jehovah- 
Jireh, which he adopted, he declared, 
* In the mount of difficulties, the 
% Lord would appear.” See allo the 


faith of Moſes and others, as record= 
ed Heb. xi. 


The bulk of mankind however re- 
jetted the preſcribed rules of God's 
worſhip, and turned to their own 
ways—as Cain, in the beginning, 
who offered according to his own 
perverſe will; and, as Nadab and 
Abihu, who, offering ſtrange fire, 
for their preſumption, were deſtroyed 
of the Lord. : 


B 3 Under 
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Under the Jewirsn diſpenſation— 
A Trurrzx | 
was, by divine appointment, built 
by Solomon; to burn ſacrifice before 


the Lord 2 Aue it. . 8, 
and vi. 18. 2 


The prodigious coſt, in building 
this temple: the myſterious furniture, 
and ornaments thereof; the expence, 
in ſupporting the offerings, and ſacri- 
fices; and the profuſion of blood ſpilt 
therein; all, pointed to the inviſible 
(Cod, and to that blood, of immenſe 
value, which in the appointed time 
{lowed from the Lamb of God, the 
- heavenly ſacrifice, from Emmanuel. 


Here, the whole ſervice, however 
my llerious, and however offenſive to 
them, who were not diſpoſed to yield 
implicit obedience to the divine dict- 
ates, the whole of the ſervice, was 

one grand exhibition of the Lamb 

of God, as the object of faith, wor- 
hip, 


= 
ſhip, and love. All the ſacrifices, all 
the ſervices, and all the ceremonies, 
centered in Him. 


The moſt glorious day, probably, 
ever ſeen by llrael, before the appear- 


ing of the” Meſhah, was at the dedi- 
cation of the temple. 


The Lord had wrought wonderfully 
forthem, had ſubdued their enemies, 
given them reſt, plenty, riches, a 
king, who was the wiſeſt of men; the 
temple was built by divine direction; 
was finiſhed in all its beauty and glory 


and the people, to appearance, were all 
of one heart and mind; the congre- 


gation was innumerable; the facrifices 
were immenſe; and, in token of 
divine acceptance, the glory of the 
Lord filled the houſe. 

How glorious this appearance to 
all! How much more the appearance 
of Emmanuel! How tranſcendantly 
glorious will be his ſecond coming ! 

| r 


L 8 1 

But the Lord then ſaw a day ap- 
proaching, which they were little 
aware of, when Iſrael, as the conſe- 
quence of their hypocriſy and diſo- 
bedience, would be delivered up into- 
the hands of their enemies, and their 
. temple deſtroyed, not one ſtone left 
upon another. 


Hence, they were inſtructed to look 
farther than the temple made with 
hands, for divine acceptance and 
favor. 


The prayer of Solomon, on this 
occaſion, was doubtleſs pronounced 
under the immediate influence of the 
Spirit of God, And, as it teaches 
obedience to God; it gives through- 
out, a prophetic intimation of the 
changes that would take place, as the 
conſequence of diſobedience; that 
they might have their minds continu- 
ally impreſſed with the conſideration, 
that * were penſioners on mercy. 

And 


3 
And the anſwer of God reveals his 
merciful deſigns, to penitent believers, 


The people, agreeable to the whole 
tenor, of ſcripture, were therein di- 
reed to God in Chriſt, as the only 
object of worſhip and love——the. 
wretched conſequence of diſobedience. 
was made known the proviſion, 
| which God had made for their ſalva- 
tion, was preſented to their view— 
the promiſes of God, to them that 
ſeek him in their diſtreſs, were ob- 
tained the perpetuity of this mercy 
was declared divine aſſiſtance i in his 
worſhip is engaged —and the ſpirit in 
which conſcious ſinners ſhould ap- 
| proach the mercy ſeat, to receive theſe, 
bleſſings, and the returns due from 
them, are clearly pointed out. 


In this prayer, the people were 4. 
rected to pray toward the temple, 
which we find was obſerved by Daniel, 


when a captive in a far diſtant country. 
And 
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And hence, he obtained an anſwer in 
the lion's den. But this injunction 
inſtructed them, not to truſt in thoſe 
prayers, or offerings; but on the 
atonement of leſus, the glorious 
antity pe of the temple; to whom all 
acceptable ſacrifices muſt ever have 
reſpect. 


The Jews, therefore, who went no 
farther than the literal ſenſe, and 
truſted in their outward privileges, 
have been long in an hopeleſs ſtate— 

their temple and prieſthood have been 
deſtroyed more than ſeventeen bun- 
dren years—the conſequence of their 
fin and - unb:lief—ſince which, they 
have been incapable, upon their own 
principles, of offering one acceptable 
ſacrifice, or prayer; for they have no 
temple whither to direct their ſuppli- 
cations. Theſe outward privileges 
therefore, inſtead” of benefiting them, 
will increale their condemnation.— 


They 
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They reſted in the ſhadow, they re- 
jected the Savior, and they periſhed 
in fin, 


But the deſign of the prayer is 
made good to the ſpiritual Iſrael— 
Before the temple made with hands 
was deſtroyed, and its ſervices re- 
moved, God was pleaſed, according 
to his promiſe, to raiſe up a temple 
made without hands ; of which the 
other was but a type; or as a ſchool- 
maſter, to lead us unto Chriſt, as he 
himſelf teaches us, John ii. 19, 21, 
and the apoſtle afterwards Gal, iii. 24. 


Under the ChRISTIAN diſpenſa- 
tion J 
the redemption of ſinners is ac- 
compliſhed. The Lamb of God 
has taken away the fin of the world, 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf. So that in 
theſe happy, goſpel, times, wherejn 
God is made known in the perſon, 
and appearing, of Emmanuel, we have 


the 
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the full bleſſings; of which, the wor- 
ſhip in Svlomon's temple conveyed 
but the emblem and foretaſte. 


For the propagation of divine truth, 
from a v ery early period of chriſtianity, 
places of public worſhip were ereQted; 
which, from their being built for the 
aſſembling together of the church, or 
1 of God, are called 
Cnuncues. 

In theſe, the church of God are call- 
ed to hear the truth; to acknowledge 
their dependance on divine mercy ; 
and, in all circumſtances, to ſeek the 
accompliſhing of the * made 
to penitent ſinners. 


Thus we may learn, that, under 
every diſpenſation of providence, the 
eſſential principles of the religion of 
the bible are one and the ſame: While, 
for purpoſes infinitely wiſe, though 
not yet revealed to us, the preſcribed 
modes, or the modes of worſhip ob- 
tained, have widely differed. The 
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The ſame covenant God; the ſame 
Mediator and Redeemer ; the ſame 
Spirit; are revealed: Spiritual, holy, 
worſhip, and devotedneſs to this God 
are uniformly enjoined: And the ſame 
aſſurance of mercy is made known to 
the penitent believer. 


This leads us to a more particular 
diſcuſion of the ſubjects of the prayer 
of Solomon, and the anſwer of the 
Lord, in my text; which are the lead- 
ing ſubjeQs of Chriſtian Worſhip. 


: Firſt, we are taught our obligations 
to worſhip God, the God of the ſcrip- 
tures, Father, Son, and Spirit, God 
in Chriſt, Emmanuel; to worſhip 
him, as our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier. 


His immenſity & glory fill the heaven 
of heavens. His glory ſhines inſinitely 
through the whole of his handiworks. 
His glory filled the temple. His glory 
is revcaled to us, in the face of Jeſus 


C Chriſt. 


—— 
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Chriſt. And the celebration of his 


praiſe will be the buſineſs of the re- 
deemed of the Lord through eternity. 


The outward profeſſion of his name 
and worſhip is enjoined. 

But the outward profeſſion of this 
is a ſmall thing. An awful declenſion 
ſoon took place among the profeſſors 
on this glorious occaſion, which prov- 
ed their profeſſion to be hypocrily. 
Their ſinful hearts ſwerved from the 
| ſervice and worſhip of the true God; 
yea, even frem the profeſſion of it. 
They retained the name of Jews, as 
many in our day do that of Chriſtians; 
but, while they had the name to live, 
they were dead, dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins. They reſted in their outward 
privileges; and in theſe they periſhed. 

God forbid that this ſhould be your 
caſe! But, alas! It is a common evil. 


God demands the heart—an heart 


reſting in his will=cordial obedience 
—1mplicit 


[71] 
—irplicit obedience—delight in him 
continually, 2 Chron. vi. 14, 15. 
Exod. xv. 11. Deut. iv. 39. & 10. 


Who ſo worthy of our hearts ?— 
As his creatures, we are every mo- 
ment dependant on his providence,— 
*Tis his air we breath—his food we 
eat—his clothes which adorn us— 
whether we have little or much, we 
are providentially ſuſtained and ſup- 
plied by him—and his bleſſing only 
can make us happy—when he with- 
draws our breath we die—and, when 
be witholds his favor, we are miſerable. 


God enable you to weigh theſe 
things in yaur hearts, and to act ac- 
cordingly. 

And, as our Redeemer, ſurely he 
has a right to demand our hearts, 
1 Peter i. 18. 

How blind, and how dead, muſt 
we be, not to ſee, and not to enjoy 
God—the glorious, gracious God 

N C 2 as 
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as the one object of perpetual conſi- 
dence, love, and praiſe! Not to delight 
in him, who is, who cannot but be, 
the only ſource of bliſs, to angels, and 
to men! how infatuated, not to fear 
him, who is able to deſtroy both voy 
and ſoul in hell ! 


This blindneſs, however, and this 


death prevail, univerſally, among the 
fallen ſons of Adam, | 


This is the Second Part of our ſub- 
ject in which we have made known 
the nature and conſequence of fin, the 
awful conſequence of diſobedience to 
God. | 

- Sin is the cranſgreſſon of God's 
law—1 John iii. 4. | 


And truth—the whole of the ſacred 
volume, teaches this awful leſſon, that. 
man, from the beginning, by tranſ= 
greſſion, has ſinned—and that death is 
the wages of ſin, 2 Chron. vii. 1922. 
Rom. iii. and vi. 23. Gal. iii. 10. 
and James ii. 10 And 
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And what does the whole hiſtory 
of a careleſs world ſo fully evince, as 
their oppoſition to God—and their 
conſequent wretchedneſs. From 
Adam to the flood. From the 
flood to the wide extending branches 
of nations and profeſſions—of Jews— 
Gentiles—and Chriſtianz—One and 
all, from the firſt man, have been 
groaning under complicated miſeries 
of mind, body, and eſtate. And all 
the conſequence of fin, —diſobedience 
—revolt from God—diſobedience, in 
heart, will, and affections. | 


Wars, peſtilence, and famine, 
convulſions of nature, of empires, 
pains of body, and diſtraftions of 
mind—have ever ſubjected the life of 
man to miſery—all tending to death— 
lingering death, it may be; but certain 
death—death of the body—the pre- 
ſage, without a miracle of mercy, 
through the death of the Savior, the 
certain preſage of everlaſting death 
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the death of the ſoul-eternal dying-- 
eternally dying to all good to all 
reſt while eternally living, to endure 
the worm that never dies, and the fire 
| that can never be quenched the 
F wrath of God, abiding for ever! Ah 
| who can dwell in everlaſting burnings! 
Impenitent unbelievers ! 


The whole of this prayer teaches us 
the depravity, and miſery of mankind. 


The Lord gave Iſrael therefore to 
know, from firſt to laſt, and eſpecially 
F | when he was affording them ſignal 
1 mercies, that he knew them, and knew 
i -what returns they would make to him, 
j after the great and repeated manifeſ- 
q tations of his mercies and benefits 
| It was. often ſounded in their ears— 
Not for your righteouſneſs Deut. ix 
The ſong of Moſes was publiſhed 
with this view, before they entered 
Canaan; that the grant might be 
known to be wholly of grace Deut. 


XXxII. 33. 


But 
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* Bat, alas! Sin and unbelief became 
their ruin. x 


And the bulk of mankind, in every 


age, preferring their own ways—hare 
pined away their lives in miſery, and 
have died in their fins, under the curſe 


and wrath of God! 


Thirdly, We have nevertheleſs re- 
vealed ſalvation for. finners—ſalva- 


tion, planned, and wrought of God, 


wrought by the incarnation, life, and 
Ceath, of the Son of God—God's 
ſubſtitute, for ſinners; God's ſacri- 


fice, ſlain in the purpoſe of God, 


and, for all ſalutary purpoſes, pointed 
out to the faith of ſpiritual worſhip- 


pers, from the beginning. And, in 


the appointed time, was actually 
crucified, and ſlain. 


As the Mediator, Surety, and Savior, 


God's people have ever looked to, and 
relied on the merit, the atonement, 


olf Jeſus for ſalvation. | 


| But, 
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But, though the whole earth'was 
filled with the providence and goods 
neſs of God, he was only made known, 
in this period, in the temple worſhip. 
No other place, or people, had tokens 
of God's preſence among them—all 
others lived as without God in the 
world. : 


Thus God is known, ſavingly, only 
in Chriſt; for there is ſalvation in 
none other. The book of nature, 
and even the book of ſcriptures, give 
us no comfortable apprehenſions of 
God, any farther than as Jeſus the 
true temple is acknowledged. If men 
have not diſcernment, to ſce what is 
taught of the perſon, offices, and lav- 
ing work of Chriſt, even the ſcripture 
is a ſealed book unto them. And, 
with the word of God in their hands, 
they ſtumble like the blind at noon 
day. Hence many, who acknowledge 
the ſcripture in words, know no more 
of God, in a way of comfortable 


dependance, and influence, than the 
Heathen. 


E | 
Heathen, As the temple directed 
only to Chriſt, Chriſt only is the door, 
and way to the church of Gen! on 
earth, and in heaven. 


When the fullneſs of the time was 
come, we are informed, that God ſent 
forth his ſon, made of a waman, 
made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law. In him, all 


the hidden glories of the temple are 


revealed In him dwells all the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead bodily—He 1s 
Full' of grace and truth—And he is 
made of God unto every believer; 
Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and 
Sanctification, and Redemption. 


By the life, and death of Jeſus, a 


complete atonement is made Juſtice 


is ſatisfied, on behalf of all who have 
hved, do live, or whoever ſhall live, 
who fly to, and embrace, this only 
ſource of pardon, and acceptance. 


In Him all the ſcriptures had an 
end, and all the ſcriptures concerning 
him, 
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him, his life, his death, and his re- 
ſurection, were fulfilled, Luke xxiv. 
Thus, God was well pleaſed— 


And now there is no condemnation 
to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the 


ſpirit. 


Here, Fourthly, we have the Ge 
encouraging promiſes to thoſe who ſeek 
this ſalvation. He will hear from 
heaven. 


He will forgive their TG 
be will heal their land. 


His eyes ſhall be open to them. 
His ears attent unto their prayers. 


All the promiſes are ſet forth as 
covenant mercies, 1 Kings viii. 56. 
2 Chron. vi. 14-17. For now have L 
choſen, and ſanQified this houſe, that 


my name may be there for ever. 
And all the promiſes of God, in 


Jeſus, are yea, and in him Amen, to 
the glory of God. Thus, 
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Thus; the utmoſt encouragement 
is given, that, in all caſes, and circum 
ſtances, we may direct the prayer of 
faith, and hope, to God, and expe& 
an anſwer of peace. Chap. vii. 1-3. 
18, 1 Kings viii. 38. 


In 
Perſonal diſtreſs—Cantext. 


In temporals 


Oppoſition from friends, Pro. xviii.24. 
Family trials, Iſa. xli. 17, 18. 
Oppoſition from the world, Joh. xvi. 33. 


National calamities— Context; 


Crols providences Rom. viii. 32. 


In ſpirituals— 


In confli& with the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil—we are taught to call 
upon God, in the day of trouble, 
Iſa. xlix. 13, &. Under 


Guilt Mat. xi. 28; Lukevii. 36, &c. 
Uabelief Luke xxit 32. 


In 
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In-dwelling fin, Rom. vii. 24, 25s 
Temptations, 2 Cor. x. 1g, & xii. g. 
Backſlidings, Hol. xiv. Mich. vii. 8, 
Darkneſs, Iſa. I. 10. 
Diſtance from God, Heb. xiii. 15. 


What prayer or ſupplication ſoever 
is made, in faith, to God, we have all 
poſſible encouragement to believe, 
will have an anſwer, fraught with 
good, Heb. iv. 16. 


Fiſthly, the perpetuity of living 
favor to believers is declared—Mine 
eyes, and mine heart ſhall be there 


perpetually. 


God's covenant, with reſpect to 
the redemption, and ſalvation, of his 
people, is— I will write my Jaw in 
their hearts, and will be their God ; 
and they ſhall be my people. 


There ever were, and ever will be, 
while man remains in this frail ſtate, 
pretenders to religion; who have their 


i hearts, 


e 

hearts, nevertheleſs, wedded to their 
idols; who, though they may begin 
in the ſpirit, end in the fleſh; and 
who, thus, prove that they never had 
the grace of Godlavingly, 1 John ĩi. 19. 


There ever were however, and ever 
will be, a people, influenced by divine 
grace, true believers, followers of the 
Lamb; who ſhall be the trophies of 
his victory, over ſatan, and ſin, for ever. 
And this God himfelf has ſecured ; 
otherwiſe, Chriſt would have died in 
vain, as there 1s not one finner, but 
would have counteracted his purpoſes 
of ſalvation. 


Here is our ſecurity and comfort 
if we are, by grace drawn cordially 
to embrace the Savior, we may con- 
clude, that he firſt embraced us, in 
the covenant of his peace, to obtain 
pardon, righteouſneſs, grace, and 
glory, 1 John iv. 19. 
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The promiſe to ſuch is, I will never 
leave them, nor forſake them. Their 
God is a ſun, and a ſhield, he giveth 


grace, and he giveth glory, 


Thus we are taught that when be- 
lievers meet in the name of Jeſus, in 
his ordinances; or whenever they 
direct their eyes, and hearts, in faith, 
to God, looking to Jeſus, as their 
Surety and Redeemer, the Lord is 
aſſuredly near—his eye is upon them; 
his ear is open to them; his tender 
compaſſion yearns over them; and 
his arm is ſtretched forth to below 
upon them, according to his riches in 


glory by Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Cor. vi. 417. 


Rom. viii. 28, 39. 


The eyes, and heart, of God ate 
perpetually fixed on our Mediator, 


and, in, and through him, on all his 


people. He hath loved them, re- 
deemed them, and ſanctified them; 
he will therefore guide them by his 
counlel, 
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counſel, and then receive them into 
his glory, John xvii. 


This knowledge, and comfortable 
perluaſion, makes t he righteous more 
happy, and more excellent than his 
neighbour—He is, eſpecially while 
faith is kept lively, by divine in- 
Nuenice, quiet, and at peace, in a 
Norm, under manifold. temptations 
— And, while others, in their 
difficulties, are influenced by their 
maſter the devil, to unwarrant- 
able projects for their eaſe, and de- 
liverance, ot for their gratiſication, 
the believer feels it his privilege to 
glorify his 'God, in the fire ; know- 
ing, that, when he is tried, he ſhall, 
to the glory of his God, come forth 
as gold. Though at times he may be 
at his wit's end, the Lord enables his 
ſoul to cleave unto Him. 


Sixthly——To render theſe divine 
dictates ſalutary, and effectual to ſal- 
D 2 vation 
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vation, eſpecially in this laſt, beſt, 


goſpel, day, we are taught to feek, 
and expect, divine aſſiſtance. In this 


we are inſtructed through the whole 


'of Solomon's prayer. His only re- 
ſource was God, the God who heateth, 


and anſwereth prayer. 


The influence of evil ſpirits is 
admitted, is acknowleged by all—as 
acting upon, inſtructing, and harden- 
ing the hearts of thoſe that believe 
not, who are led captive by bim at 
his will. Believers alſo feel the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. 


But we are taught, on behalf of all 
the people of God, that when the 
enemy ſhall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a 
ſtandard againſt him, Iſa. lix. 19-21. 


In ſome ſenſe, the Spirit of God 
is ſpoken of as enlightening, and re- 
praving all men. | 


But 
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But his divine influence renders 
effectual the ſalvation of Jeſus, to 
them that believe, John xiv. 16, 17. 
Rom. viii. 5—17- | 


And Faith is his gift. He it was, 
doubtleſs, that inſpired Solomon to 
. the building of the temple; and to 
aſk, and expect that Wiſdom needful 
for the work, and perſeverance therein. 
The whole of this great work was 
an act of faith in God, and his pro- 
miles, 1 Kings viii. 29. 


All the mileries brought upon the 
people originated in unbelief, of the 
word, providence, and juſtice of God 
—And all their bleſſings were obtain- 
ed through faith, Heb, xi. Divine 
grace influences believers to commit 
their cauſe to a faithful God, and to 
expect the fulfilment of his promiſes; 
and this expectation keeps them de- 
pendant, and happy. 


D 3 Hence 
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Hence the Apoſlles of the. Lord, 
in diſpenſing the word of life, though 
illiterate fiſhermen ; and all the Mi- 
niſters of the Lord, in every period 
of time, became mighty, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 
And hence, the church of God, in 
a greater or leſs degree, in the midſt 
of oppoſition, from the god, and 
the unbelieving men of this world, 


has exiſted and flouriſhed. 


Seventhly, and laflly——Here the 
ſpirit with which conſcious ſinners 
approach the mercy ſeat, toobtain the 
promiſes; and the returns due from 
them, is pointed out. 


A broken ſpirit, and a contrite 
heart; a confeſſion of ſin; and pur- 
poſe to amend; accompany that faith, 
which is the gift of God. And theſe 
are prerequiſites, to the manifeſtations 
of divine favor to the ſoul. 


The true penitent 1s thus deſcribed 
in the text, and in Kings viii. 38. 
He 
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He knows the plague of his own 
heart— the worſt of all plagues-— 
natural depravity—which is fraught 
with ſuch abundant evil fruits! And 


which cauſe him to groan under their 
burden ! 


He humbles himſelf—-conſcious 
guilt, and remaining fan, conſtrain 
him to fall before God as the leper— 
crying out, Unclean! Unclean ! 


He ſpreads forth his hands toward 
the temple, acknowledging, that his 
faith, and hope, are fixed on Chriſt 
Jeſus, che propitiatory ſacrifice. | 

He 'prays, for mercy, and for the 
revelation of this mercy, to his ſoul. 
He ſeeks God's reconciled counte- 
nance, longing, panting, after com- 
munion with God, as his Father, and 
portion. ; 


He turns from his wicked ways — 
Sin is our natural element—but when 


divine grace renews the foul, to walk 
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in the ſpirit, it has then no will for the 
luſts of the fleſh, Gal. v. 16. 


The ſelf-righteous, ſelf-ſufficient, 
viewing themſelves through a falſe 
medium, deceive themſelves in the 
conceit of their own merit; that they 
need not ſuch a ſalvation. They are 
whole in their own eyes, or, at leaſt 
better than to view themſelves upon 
a level with condemned rebels; they 
will not therefore come to Chriſt for 
ſalvation. They remain impenitent; 
and periſh in unbelief. 


The profligate are wedded to their 
luſts, preſume on his mercy, and be- 
ing lovers of their pleaſures more tban 
of God, they have their reward 
they live in the gratification of their 
paſſions, and die in their ſins. 


Not ſo with the true believer 


Feeling himſelf a finner, ſaved by 
grace; bought with no leſs a price 
than the blood of the Son of God— 

loved 
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loved of God - redeemed of God— 
ſecured by the promiſe, and faithful- 
.neſs of God—from_ guilt, fin, and 
condemnation and, kept by the 
power of God, through faith, unto 
ſalvation—how can he but cleave to, 
love, and delight in God ? Tit. ii. 11. 


Here he finds perfect freedom 
wildom's ways are ways of pleaſant- 
nels, and all her paths peace. 


Hence he feels i it, not only his duty, 
but his privilege, to attend, conſcien- 
tiouſly, to all the otdinances of Gods 
properly, to fill up his ſtation in life 
to exerciſe himſelf, in maintaining a 
conſcience void of offence, 'townrds 
Cod and man. 


He is nevertheleſs in the fleſh—— 
and ſubject to manifold temptations— 
And, under peculiar trials, we have, 
in ſome inſtances, ſeen the beſt acquit 
themſelves but ill. Thus the Lord 
teaches where our ſtrength is, not in 
ourſelves, but in God—And thus we 

are 
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are adinoniſhed continually to cleave 
unto him. 


This is the ſum, and 8 of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, how variouſly 
ſoe ver it may have been revealed; or 
how different ſoever it may have been, 
under different diſpenſations , ſet forth 
in che word of God. 


n now, brethren, I am called 
upon, with you, to acknowledge, with 
ps the good- providence of 

, by. which a Church is here 
= for our uſe, and worſhip, here 
40 promulge, and here to be taught, 
the influence of . thoſe doctrines of 
holy writ, which are able to make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
Here the Holy Sacraments will be 
adminiſtered, Baptiſm, and the 0 
per of the Lord. 

And, while the bible is the glorious 
luminary, and is continually read in 
our {ervice—the Articles of our faith: 

and 
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and the whole of our Liturgy, are hap- 


pily conſonant with its dictates— All, 
directing ſinners, the chief of ſinners, 


to the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the ſin of the world. 


And I pray, that nothing may be 


ever advanced from this Pulpit, but 
what accords, and is perfectly conſo- 
nant thereto. Then we may take the 
comfort of the Lord's gracious promiſe 


in my text; and expect great things 


at his hands — Now mine eyes ſhall 
be open, and mine ears attent unto 
the prayer that is made in this place 


For now I have cholen, and ſanctified 


this houſe, that my name may be 
there forever; and mine eyes, and 


mine heart, ſhall be there perpetually. 


And as holy worſhip, in our eſta- 


bliſhed way, will be offered unto God, 
without oppoſition to, or invictive 
againſt others, who may not ſee eye 


to eye with us, in non-eſſentials ; as 


God in Chriſt, through the Spirit, is 
the Object of our worſhip; and the 
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ſum of all our ſervice, Chriſtians of 
all denominations, are, hereby, in- 
vited to unite with us. 

We claim not perfection - But 
we boaſt of a ſtudied adherence to the 
principles of ſcripture. 

Why ſhould brethern fall out by the 
way? Fall out, about modes, which, 
in their intention, are eſſentially the 
ſame, teaching the fear, and love of 
the ſame God ? Fall out with them, 
with whom, in glorifying the ſame 
God, we hope to unite eternally? _ 

God forbid, that ſuch a diſpoſition 
ſhould ever enter our breaſts, 


See now, brethren, what a taſk de- 
volves upon your miniſters. | 

To teach the knowledge of God— 
to teach ſelf knowledge, to ſinners— 
to make known the remedy of the 
to ſhew the promiles, for 


goſpel 


all caſes—to direct and inſtruct the 
penitent-to warn the unruly, and ſelf 


righteous—to propuund the whole 
| Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, and Counſel of God to 
divide the word, and give to each his 
portion- As the ſervants, and miniſlers 
of the Lord, we have committed to 
us the word of reconciliation to 
preach the word, to be inſtant, in ſea- 
ſon, out of ſeaſon; to reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long- ſuffering, and 
doctrine. | 

And, Wo! Wo! to us, if we 
are not faithful to our truſt, if we 
preach not the whole of the Goſpel. 


In thus preaching, as.the apoſtle 
declares, we are unto God a ſweet 
ſavor of Chriſt, in them that are faved, 
and in them that periſh: To the 
one, we are the ſavor of death unto 
death; and, to the other, the favor 
of life unto life : and who is ſlficient 
for theſe things? 

Surely we need divine aſſiſtance, 
ſupport, and influence ! 

Wie entreat your candor -e know 
but in part; our attainments, in know 
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ledge, and grace, are ever defeQive ; 
while our infirmities, temptations, 
- and trials, are very abundant. 
We may be tempted to ſpeak 


ſmooth things and, thus ſabje& 
ourſelves to all the wos! of God's 
word 

We may poſſibly, at times, ſeem 
too zealous, and too urgent 
But, if the pleader at the bar be 
allowed fervor, ſurely the utmoſt fer- 
vor in the pleader for ſouls, and for 
God, may be admitted. 


ls there not cauſe for it, when we 
lock around, and ſee multitudes of 
immortal ſouls periſhing for lack of 
knowledge! 
, We muſt, we muſt be faithful— 
though in thus ſpeaking, we may 
cauſe a ferment in the minds of our 
| auditors, yet wedded to fin we 


expect, in conſequence, that our hear- 
ers will either quarre] with their fins, 
or with us; the impenitent finner 
will not bear reproof. We 
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We implore your fervent prayers; 
that God may enable us to acquit 
ourſelves as his ſervants, and miniſters, 
nor venture to act countre to our 
commiſſion and obligations; leſt that, 
after we have preached to others, we 
be found reprobate, and be caſt away. 


Conſider alſo, brethren what obli- 
gations are incumbent on you 


Every line in this diſcourſe, ſo far 
as it accords with the grand ſubjeQ of 
Solomon's dedication of the tewple, 
demands your attendance on, and at- 
tention to, public worſhip your 
ſtrict attention to the duties of the 
Sabbath, as the Lord's day. 


Hereby, you make a public TRY 
khowledgement of your obligations to, | 
and dependance on God. And here- 
in, you are taught to ſeek, and hope 


for God's preſence and bleſſing. 


And without ſuch acknowledgement, 
and conſiſtent attendance on God's 
E 2 worſhip, 
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worſhip, you have no reaſon, in any 
reſpect, to hope for his bleſhng. But 
do not reſt in outward profeſfions— 
God demands your hearts. 


And every particular of our dif. 
coarſe, ſo far as conliftent with the. 
word of God, demands your conſi der- 
ation, and confidence the knowledge, 
and experience of which are eſſenti- 
* neceſſary for your ſalvation. 


We claim therefore your attention. 
to theſe things. 


„Like the noble 8 ſearch 8. 
ſoriptares-+ Kamine for yourſelves, 
and ſee whether theſe things are ſo, 
or not What think you of Chriſt 
of 'yourſelves—and of your need of 
this word of reconciliation ? | 


Search the ſcriptures and there 
you will ſee an apoſtle declare 


Gal. v. 19— 24. 


* Q, Wo! then, unto you, if ye; 
L receive 


— 
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receive not, if you do not embrace, 
| if you obey not the Goſpel. 


Conſider the awful judgments of 
God on the ungodly in every age, 
Jude v. 6, 7. 


The Jews cried, The Temple of 
the Lord! as many profeſſors now 
boaſt of the Church, and of their 
belonging to it ! But they loved their 
fins and their idols, better than God 
and the curle of God follows them to 
this day. 


And what will your Df as 
Chriſtians avail, if ye live ignorant of 
Chriſt, and in the allowed breach of 
God's law? — Your outward profeſſion 
will add to your condemnation. Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of heaven—marvel 
not ye muſt be born again. 


How ardent ſhould you be in im- 
ploring the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit, without whom ye can do no 


good thing, that he may renew your 
E 3 minds, 
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minds, and influence your hearts, 
that you may obtain pardon, and 
grace, to help you in every time of 
need. LN 


You have the utmoſt encourage- 
ment from our merciful Cod in the 
words of my text And you are 


ditected to the whole armor of God, 
Epi. vi. 


Remember, time is ſhort—ſoon we 
muſt appear at the bar of Cod 


Young people—you are not too 
young to die—though you may not 
be ready—now—to-day, give God 
your hearts—and be happy. 

And you, who according to the 
courſe of nature are upon the brink 
of the grave, furely *tis high time to 
think about, to prepare for, eternity. 


May the Lord command his bleſ- 
ſing. Jo him I commend you, 
who is able to build you up, aad to 
give you an inheritange among ail 
them that are ſanctified! 


E 1 
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Taunus u the Baptif fulfils his office 
according to the predictions concern- 
ing him, Ila. xl.— The voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderneſs, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make ſtraight 
in the deſart a high way for our God. 
Every valley ſhall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill ſhall be made 
low ; and the crooked ſhall be made 
ſtraight, and the 10ugh places plain; 
and the glory of the Lord ſhall be re- 
vealed, and all flelh ſhall ſee it to- 
gether; for the mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. O Zion that bringeſt 
good tidings, get thee up unto the 
. high mountains; O Jeruſalem, that 
bringeſt 
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bringeſt good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with ſtrength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
ſay unto the cities of Judah, Behold 
your God! 


And thus he ſtirs up all his followers 
to an acknowledgement of, faith in, 
and obedience to Jeſus the Meſſiah, 
their Lord, and their God. 


The power and influence of the 

grace of God is gloriouſly conſpicu- 
ous in the conduct of this man of God 
— [Influenced by, and glorying in his 
God—he moſtgladly cloſes the career 
of his wonted popularity, that Jeſus 
may be all in all in the hearts of his 
followers. | 


| Liſten for a moment to this great 
harbinger of Meſſiah. Some of his 
narrow minded or uninformed follow- 
ers, who no doubt prided themſelves 
in being great zealots for his party, 
came to him, with heavy hearts, fear- 
ing they ſhould loſe their popularity 
| and 
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and conſequence, now one more po- 
pular appeared, and ſaid unto him, 
Rabbi, he that was with thee bey ond 
Jordan, to whom thou beareſt APY 
behold, the ſame baptizeth, and all 
men come unto him. 


ohn anſwered'and ſaid, a man can 
receive nothing, except it be given 
him from heaven——lamenting the 
dulneſs of their apptehenſions, and the 
narrowneſs of their contracted views; 
after all the inſtructions he had given 
them, he adds, Ye yourſelves bear me 
witneſs, that I ſaid, I am not the Chriſt, 
but that I am ſent before him. He 
that hath the bride is the Bridegroom ;' 
but the friend of the Bridegroonm, 
which ſtandeth and heareth him, re- 
jdicech greatly becauſe of the Bride- 
groom's voice; this my joy therefore 
is fulfilled. 


He muſt increaſe, but I muſt de- 
creale. He that cometh from above 
is above all; he that is of the earth is 

NET earthly, 
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earthly, and ſpeaketh of the earth; 
he that cometh from heaven is above 
all. And what he hath ſeen and heard, 
that he teſtifieth; and no man re- 
ceiveth his teſtimony. He that hath 


received his teſtimony hath ſet to his 
ſeal that God is true. 


For he whom God hath ſent ſpeak- 
eth the words of God]; for God giveth 
not the Spirit by meaſure unto him. 
The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand. He 
that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
laſting life: And he that believeth 
not the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. 
Thus John teaches us to guard a- 
gainſt a party ſpirit———as tbe great 
apoſtle did afterwards, not to lay, I 
am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I 
of Cephas; as this ſpirit abounds, the 
love of Chriſt will wax cold; their 
boaſt was, that Chriſt was come, and 
"one: Chriſt was s alone to be exalted. 


And 


„ 
And the Baptiſt, preaching the law 
to his followers, and the need of re- 
pentance, taught the ſuitableneſs 


of the goſpel of Chriſt, as their only 
remedy. 


Brethren, to know, to believe in, 
and to love this Savior 1s the ſecret of 
true religion. 


May the Lord thus teach us! And 
may hediſcover to all, the wickedneſs 


of the contrary diſpoſition; that one 
and all may, with cordial approbation, 


with, joy and triumph, behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the 
fin of the world. But 


I. Behold—conſfider—the fin of 
the world. 


1. Conſider the nature of fin. 
Sin is the tranſgreſſion of God's law. 
It is diſobedience to him, who has the 
ſole right to all the hearts and affec- 
tions of his creature. Adam firſt 


W by eating of the forbid- 
den 
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den fruit. And thus his poſterity have 
from the beginning been tranſgreſſors. 


2. The extent of ſin therefore is 
univerſal, here termed the ſin of the 
world the whole world are tranſgreſ- 
ſor:—as it is written, There is none 
righteous, no not one—There i is none 
that underſtandeth, there is none that 
ſecketh after God, They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable, there is none 
that doeth good. no not one their 
throat is an open ſepulchre; with 
their tongues they have uſed deceit; 

the poiſon of aſps 1 1s under their lips; 
whoſe mouth is full of curſing and 
bitterneſs; their feet are ſwift to ſhed 
blood; deſtruction and miſery are in 
their ways; and the way of peace 
they have not known; there is no fear 
of God before their eyes. Now Wwe 
know what things ſoever the law ſaith, 
it ſaith to them who are under the law, 
that every mouth may be ſtopped, 
8 and 


61 1 
and all the world become guilty before 
God For whoſoever ſhall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all, Rom. iii. 
Jam. ii. 10. 


Here we are taught, that the whole 
world is a world of rebels againſt 
God—-the underſtanding, the will, 
the affections, the memory, the ima- 
gination, yea, as God himſelf de- 

clares in the ſixth of Geneſis, every 
imagination of the thought of their 
hearts 1 is only evil continually. 


3- What malighity attends thetranf- 
greſſion of God's law! It is war with 
heaven—hatred of God—league with 
hell——oppoſition to, hatred of our 
own happineſs—a plunge into infernal ' 
miſery ! into that gulph, whoſe 
ſtreams are poiſonous and deadly to 
all. From age to age, man experi- 
ences its dire effects with increaſing 
malignity. 


F Careleſs 


Careleſs ſinners, yours, yours is a 
part of the tremendous whole, the fin 
of the world. The miſery you in part 
feel, while you conſider not the cauſe- 
ſin— nor the eternal conſequences-— 
Sin plunged angels into the bottomleſs 
pit—Sin1s the cauſe of all the miſeries 
of individuals, of families, of nations, 
of the whole world—Sin is daily de- 
ſtroying the bodies and ſouls of the 
impenitent. 


To this day, ſin, in the hand of 
juſtice, is as a flaming ſword, between 
the ſinner and a holy God, and God is 
angry with the wicked every day. His 
law ſtill declares, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things writ- 
ten in the book of the law todo them, 
Gal. iii. 10. ; 

Know ye not, ſaith the apoſtle, 
that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived, 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 


adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers 
* of 
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of themſelves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners ſhall in- 
herit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. g. 


Again, he repeats, The works of 
the fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe, 
adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, 
laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, varience, emulations, wrath, 
ſtrife, ſedition, hereſies, envying, 
. murders, drunkenneſs, revelings, and 
ſuch like; of the which I tell you 
before, as I have alſo told you in 
time paſt, that they which do ſuch 
things ſhall not inherit the kingdom 
of God, Gal. v. 19, 


And, leſt theſe things ſhould be 
diſregarded, the Lord thus declares, 
in the two laſt chapters of the New 
Teſtament, The fearful, and unbe- 
lieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and 
ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars 
ſhall have their part in the lake which 

" 0 burneth 
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burneth with fire and brim r 
which is the ſecond death Again, I 

tellify to every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book, 
if any man ſhall add unto theſe 
things, God ſhall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book. 
And if any man ſhall take away from. 
the words of the book of this prophe- 
cy, God ſhall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book. | | 


This is the word of Gd 
When the Meſſiah appeared, fin had 
arrived at its miſchievous height.— 
and ruin, eternal ruin threatened the 
whole world, Jews, and Gentiles— 
Hence we hear the apoſtle, to Titus, 
thus lamenting, We ourſelves were 
ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, de- 
ceived, ſerving divers luſts and plea- 
ſares, living in malice and envy, hate- 
ful, and hating one another. And, 


writing to the Epheſians, he _ 
. ou 
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Tou hath he quickened, who were 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins; where 
in times paſt ye walked, according to 
the courſe of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the 
ſpirit that now worketh in the children 
of diſobedience. Among whom we 
all had our converſation in times 
paſt in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling 
the deſires of the fleſh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath 
even as others. | | 


Thus we have pte view of 
the ſtate, and fin of the world, in its 
nature, extent, and malignity. 
But the great, eſpecial ſin of all 
others was their being willingly i igno- 
rant of, their unbelief in, and diſ- 
obedience to the Savior of the world; 
yea, denying the Lord who bought 


them. 


II. Behold, * * need that fir 
ſhould be taken away Not indeed 
from man's deſert—truly not—but— . 

#2 1 From 


L 66 ] 

1. From God's purpoſe to ſave 
finners—Myſfterious love; the holy, 
juſt, and perfect God fixing his love 
upon his offending creatures! This 
was for the diſplay of his mercy and 
grace; while he manifeſts the perfee- 
tion of all his other attributes, of wif- 
dom, juſtice, holineſs, and truth. 
But ſin cut off all from God. Sin 
muſt therefore be taken away, in order 
to the poſſibility of ſalvation. 

2. It was needful that fin ſhould be 
taken away, for the honor of God. 


Sin robbed God of his glory, and 
infernals triumphed. And, till fin be 
taken ont of the heart, every finner 
unites in this infernal triumph | 
Every divine perfection, as well as 
that of divine grace therefore required 
the removal of fin. 


3. Beſides, God's purpoſe to make 
his people happy in time, as well as 
in eternity, renders it needful that 

fin be taken away. 


Sin 
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Sin makes all miſerable; Sin muſt 
therefore be deſtroyed, in order to- 
make them happy, who are under the 
influence of the grace of God. 


The good pleaſure. of God, his 
honor, and. his people's happineſs, 
therefore enſure the removal of fin. 


Ye lovers of ſin— how miſerable 
.are ye ? ſlaves to fin and ſatan! 
- boaſling ef liberty that you can live 
without reſtraint, that. you can ſwear, 
and whore, get drunk, lie, and defraud, 
and break the Sabbath without re- 
morſe — No- your conſciences wit- 
nels the contrary, unleſs they ate 
ſeared as with a hot iron. I traſt you 
are not yet arrived to. that pitch of 
wickedneſs —Does not the thaught of 
.death and judgment ſometimes make 
you tremble? Are you not alarmed, 
and at your wits. end, when you ſee 
one and another of. your ſinful com- 
panions hurried into eternity d 


Ahl 


2 * * = 8 ” — 
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Ahl how unfit are you fer heaven? 
Unleſs your guilt, unjels your love to 
fin be taken away, you are undone. 


And how thankful fhould every one 
be, who, by mighty.grace, is reſtored 
to God and his ways - Le look back 
with ſhame and contrition—that ye 
were once as others—but ye can now 
praiſe God that ye are waſhed, that 


'ye are ſanctiſied, that ye are juſtiſied, 


in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 


by the ſpirit of our God. 


Sin muſt be taxen away But who 
is ſufficient for the taſk? Who? 


Who is that, that dreams of taking 
away his ſins by repentance? As little 
will it avail in his caſe for the atone- 
ment of his ſins, as in that of Judas 
who repented, and hanged him- 
ſell Genuine repentance, godly 
forrow for fin, which leads to an hatred 
of every evil way, and alſo to a cordial 
love of the Savior, is in itſelf of no 


real worth, becauſe it is imperfect; 
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it is of no avail towards the juſtifica- 
tion of our perfons before God; it is 
of no worth, otherwife than as it 1s 
the fruit of faith in that ſacrifice which 
Jeſus has offered to God, for our re- 
demption. But what is your repent- 
ance ? Remorſe it may be, from the 
fear of hell; while the love of fin 
ingroſſes all the aff&Qtions of the ſoul 
Could the fear of hell, of ſhame, or of 
puniſhment be removed, your remorſe 
would be done away; and that which 
ſeems to cauſe a ſart of repentance, 
would be more greedily ruſhed into. 


- But perhaps you ſay that reforma- 
tion has taken place of the purſuit of 
ſin— This may be true, and, ſo far, 
good. But ſuppoſe you were to go 
on reforming, and it were poſſible for 
you to keep the whole law, from this 
day forward—without an error, in 
thought, word, or deed ; what have 
you then done, but what you were. 
ever bound to do? can preſent obedi- 
EOCe: 
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ence atone for paſt offences ?—uſt as 
much as the abſtaining of a murderer 
from murder would acquit him of 
the guilt of murder already commit. 
ted, which ſubjects him to death. 


But ſay you—You give alms—Yea, 
fays the apoſtle, you may give all your 
goods tofeed the poor, and be without 
charity——that love of God which 
alone ſtamps value upon any of our 
works, actions, or devotiong—— _ 


You add, — You attend the Lord's 
table——lo much the greater will be 
your condemnation, unleſs you are 
taught to renounce the ſaving merit 
of your good works, weep over the 
imperfections of your beſt deeds, and 
rely only on the merit of Jeſus, 


No man can redeem his own ſoul. 
How impotent his efforts! How in- 
competent thoſe of an angel to redeem. 
a ſinner——yea, of all the angels in. 
heaven, —— _ 


In. 
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In order to take away ſin, God's 
juſtice muſt be ſatisfied; the require- 
ments of the law muſt be perfectly 
fulfilled ; or puniſhment muſt take 
place adequate to the offence. 


Now fin has infinite malignity, as 
committed againſt infinite goodneſs, 
and infinite obligations. He only 
therefore, "who is of infinite power, 
is ſufficient for the mighty taſk. 


Hence John points to Jeſus, the 
Lamb of God—the anointed Savior, 


III. Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the fin of the world. 
This Lamb of God is the Son of 
God—God's fellow—God's.equal— 
God over all—the firſt and the laſt, 
and the only Savior ſohni. Acts iv. 12. 
Col. ii. Heb. i. He is the Lamb of 
God, appointed by him, as the 
ſacrifice for ſinners. 

1. Behold him as exhibited to the 
Faith of God's people under the Old 

Teſtament 
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Teſtament diſpenſation, before his in- 
carnation. For Chrilt is all in all in 
the redemption and ſalvation of fin- 
ners, from the beginning, to the end 
of time. 


He was ſet forth to the faith of 
Adam, Gen. ili. 15. as the ſeed of 
the woman, and, as the ſurety of ſin- 
ners, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, to 
make atonement to God for all that 
believe. . And this promiſe was the 
Tupport of all God's faithful worſhip- 
pers, till the Lord was pleaſed to give 
additional revelation of his mercy. 


The coats of ſkins, probably taken 
from bealts ſlain for ſacrifices to God, 
and with which the Lord cloathed our 
firſt parents, were doubtleſs intended 
to inſtruQt them, that the only cover- 
ing which could gain their admiſſion 
into the preſence and favor of God 
was that which God gives to his peo- 

ple, viz. the righteouſneſs of his Son, 


the 
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the Lord our righteouſneſs; who ful- 
filled all righteouſneſs for them: who 
ſuffered all the puniſhment due to 
their offences, by whoſe i we 
are healed. Jo del 5 


B faith, e in ; this atone- 
ment Abel offered a more excellent 
"Cacrifice than Cain, by which he ob- 
"tained witneſs that he was righteous. 
But his faith drew on him the' hatred 
ol his unbelieving brother, Cain; and 
it co ſt him His life. The Lord! how- 
ever raiſed up another faithful ſeed 
in Seth; in his fon, Enos; and in 
his follower Enoch, who walked with 
- God, in the ſame faith-—And God 
a: him to ade „ 


Noah was dene by the = 
| "which God commanded him to build, 
; for the ſaving of his family, to look 
* Jeſus, the ſinner's only refuge 
to whom he offered lacrifice, when he 
eme out of the ax. 


G | Thus 
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- Thus Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
became heirs of the righteouſtcls 


which is by faith. 


The latter, the Lord inſtructed in 
the faith of Chriſt, by a ladder whoſe 
top reached to heaven, Gen. xxviii. 
12. John i. 15. Thus Chriſt, in his 
divine nature, was in heaven; when 
in his human nature, he was upon 
earth, John ui. 13. Jacob prophe- 
fied of Meſſiah ; under the name of 
Shiloh, Gen. xlix. ſignifying peace, 
our peace-maker. 

Moſes was an eminent type of 
Chriſt, in the deliverance he wrought 
for Iſrael, from their Egyptian bond- 
age, andin all the ſubſequent ceremo- 
nies, and ſervices which God exhibited 
by him, under what is termed the 
Moſaic diſpenſation. Here we behold 
the Lamb of God as crucified and 
lain, day by day, continually. 


Thus the paſſover, which was infli- 
tuted at the time of IIrael's going 
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out of Egypt, was kept by faith; not 
only of deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage, but in the faith of a future 
redemption, and ſalvation by Chriſt. 
Hence he is called, Chriſt our paſſ- 
over, 1 Cor. v. 7. Heb. xi. 23. 


The paſſover was a lamb without 
blemiſh, ſlain by the congregation of 
Iſtael ; it was then roaſted with fire, 
and eaten whole, with bitter herbs ; 
and its blood was ſprinkled upon the 
doorpoſts of the houſes of the Iſrael- 
ites, that when the deſtroying angel 
paſſed through Egypt, to deſtroy their 
firſt born, ſeeing the blood where it 
was ſprinkled, he might paſs by the 
houſes in which the Iſraelites were, 
and leave them unhurt; and hence 
the inſtitution was named the paſſ- 
over, Exod. ii. 5 


All which was typical of Chriſt, 
who is the Lamb of God, without 
ſpot or blemiſh ; Who was taken by 
the: 4 was crucified and ſlain; who . 

G 2 endured 
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endured the fire of divine wrath; he 


is ſed upon by faith, even a whole 
Chriſt, in his perſon, offioes, and 
grace, accompanied with repentance 
and humiliation for ſin; believers, 


looking to him by faith, mourn ;- and 


his blood, which from hence is called 


the blood of ſprinkling, being ſhed: | 


and ſprinkled on their hearts, not only 
purges their conſciences from dead 


works, but | ſecures" them from tlie 


wrath and juſtice of God; who, look- 


F 


ing tothis blood, whichis ever pre ent, 


is pacified towards them, and paſſes 
by them; py he takes e e 
on others. 4. 


The daily ſacrißces were for x a con- x 


tinual revbrinbrancs of the Lamb of ,. 
Cod, Exod.” XkIX. 38. Heb. ix, & x. 


The appointment of God reſpec- 
ing the ſcape-goat is eminently typical: | 
of Chriſt, who takes away the fin of 
the, world, Lev. xyi. 21, 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
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The brazen ſerpent alſo, which God 
direfted Moſes to hold up for the 
wounded Iſraclites to look to, under 
their ſore calamity, was a type of 
Chriſt, Num. xxi. John iii. 14. 15» 


But the time would fail, and the 
whole of the Old Teſtament muſt be 
tranſcribed, to enumerate the parti- 
cular types, figures, ordinances, pro- 
miles, and prophecies, which point 
to the Lamb of God. 


To * give all the Ropbers 
witneſs Ifaiah more eſpecially 
ſpeaks as though he | had been 
an cye-witneſls of his glory, and 
humiliation. Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a ſon is given; and the govern- 
ment ſhall be upon his ſhoulder; and 
his name ſhalt be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, The Mighty God, The 
everlaſting Father, The Prince of 
Peace, Ia. ix. Hethen tells us, He 
is * as a lamb to the ſlaughter 
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and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is 
aueh. ſo he openeth not his mouth. 


Thus the patriarchs, and the pro- 
phets, under the Old Teſtament 
diſpenſation, beheld; and thus they 
adored the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the ſin of the world. 


2. Behold the sb of God, when 
he veiled his glory in the human form, 
and in human nature; when he was 
manifeſted in the fleſh as the Mediator 
and Surety of ſinners— from his birth, 
to the awfully glorious period when he 
{aid, It is finiſhed—when he bowed 
his head, and gave up the ghoſt! The 
kings of the earth ſtood up, and the 
rulers were gathered together againſt 
the Lord, and againſt his Chtiſt. For 
of a truth, ſaith the apoſtle in his ad- 
dreſs to God, againſt thy holy child 
Jeſus, whom, thou haſt anointed, both 

Herod, and Pontius Pilate witch the 

Gentiles, and the ha of Iſrael, 
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were gathered together, for to do 
whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel 
determined Ow, to be as Akts iv. 
26, 27, 28. lg 2 0. 


1 


Draw near now, * behold. this 
great myſtery, of; godlineſ God 
manifeſt in the fleſh—who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal, with God ; but 
made himſelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him che form of a ſervant, 
and was made in the likeneſs of men; ; | 
and, being f found in faſhion as a man, 'Z 
he humbled himſelf, and became obe- 1 

dient unto death, even the death of 
the oroſꝰ He who is God over all, 
bleſſed for ever, lays aſide his glory, 
is made of a woman; mide under the 
law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the- 
adoption of ſorts, i&@ IO ba 8 15 10 1 
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Hation, in his condeſcending to appear 
as one of his dn creatures; and, now, 

N31 99992— deformed, ; 
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de formed, ſinful creatures. This was 
needſul, in order to effect their ſalva- 
tion, as the ſeed of the woman, ac- 
cording to his purpoſe, and promiſe. 


And if we follow him from his birth 
to his death, we ſhall fee him, as the 
captain of our ſalvation, made per- 
fect through ſufferings. 


In his active obedience to the law 

of God, it behoved him to fulfil all 
righteouſneſs, reſpecting God and 
man. And .more eſpecially as the 
Mediator betw een God and man. . 
As a ſervant to hie reputed father, 
doubtleſs he laboured as a carpenter, 
for the ſuſtenance of the family to 
hom he was ſubject. And in his 
whole deportment we ſee the ſtricteſt 
attention and conformity to the brew 
monial, and moral lag. 


But let us attend to what is dbl 
termed his paſſive obedience—What 


vas his hole life, but a life of ſufferings 
414 —elpecially 
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—eſpecially when he entered on his 

public miniſtry View him tempted 
and tried by the devil: perſecuted hy 
ungodly, malicious men; denied and 
forſaken of his friends; and abandun- 
ed of God himſelf . tormented in 
b edy—torturedand racked in his ſuul. 


Surefy the Savio of finners' "may R 
molt emphatically Tay, in the words 
of the prophet,” Is it nothing to you. 
alt ye that p als by 7 Behold, and ſee, 
if there be any forrow like unto my. 
ſortow, which ig dojie' uhto me, Wheke⸗ ** 
with the Lord hatli aneted mis | in 8 
day of his fierce anger. eee ee 
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F rom the fierce. aſſaults oo aun 4 
powers of darkneſo |; 1: 

In this period; Which the wo L 
termed the hour of the powers of 
darkneſs—ſatan had unlimited com- 
miſſion to try him to the uitermoſt 
He was led up of the Spirit into the 
wilderneſs to be tempted of the devil. 

(119 Ta 
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Tobe tempted, when ſurrounded 
by our friends, is trying; but to be 
tried and tempted when alone, in a 
wilderneſs, is trying indeed! Trials 
in affluente are often ſevere; but in 
pinching: poverty, they are tenfold— 
In this ſtate, ſatay tempted the Savior 
to unwarrantable means for his own 
relief, rather than to reſt in the pro- 
vidence of God— Here he tempted 
Him to tempt 'God—He tempted 
Him with the glare of the world -to 
allure his mind from God—And, tho? + 
after this, it is ſaid, the devil left him; , 
it was Sk for a ſeaſon—He ſtill pur- 
ſued him with infernal malice — John 
14, 30, till he met him for his Jaſt 
combat, in the garden of Gethſemane; 
when all the devils int hell were per- 
mitted to * and hurl their | 
fiery darts at bim! | © | 


In what unknown ways, and with 
what bitter anguiſh, theſe enemies can 
diſtreſs a ſoul in à dark hour, they 

YL only 
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only can conceive, who have'had a 
taſte of the bitter cup of temptation. 
His ungodly foes—the agents of 
| ſatan, and the haters of righteouſneſs, 
followed him continually with cruel 
- and bitter perſecutions—They droye 
him in a ſtate of penury and want from 
city to city, ſo that while the foxes 
had holes, and the birds of the air had 
neſts, the Son of man—the Son of 
God—the Savior of the world—had 
not where to lay his nenn it 
hung upon Calvary ! 
They purſued him contindaldy with 

reproach and flander—upbraiding 
him with his mean deſcent— his want 
of education—his illiterate followers 
— They charged him with being a 
| ſabbath breaker, a glutton, a wine- 
bibber, a deceiver, a blaſphemer, in 
league with the devil—they blind- 
folded him, buffetted and ſpat in his 
| face——they taunted him with the 

utmoſt cruelty in all his tortures, 


He 


r 
4 He was betrayed; : denied, and'for- | 
ſaken by his own diſciplesand friends, 
in this moſt trying moment. 


Ihe traitor's conduct, as he had 
been one of his conſtantffollowers, and 
profeſſed admirers, was a ſevetene- 
proach upon this man of ſorrow-s 

The wicked oaths, and falſities of 

Peter were ſtill greater But his being 
left and forſaken of all his diſciples in 
that moment, when of all others he 

needed comfort; groaning, ſweating, 
bleeding, dying under the weight of 

their crimes, this ſurely was an awful, 

a a moſt painful part of his ſufferings. 

lis enemies acted in character, con- 

ciſtent with ther- ſelves, and nothing 
better could be juſtly expected from 
them. But how unnatural, how cruel 
the treatment of his friends! Here- 
by we are taught the weakneſs, and 
wickedneſs of the belt, when leſt to 

themſelves, ——— _ 2 
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Still further-—In the midft of all, 
he was abandoned of God himleli— 

Here is the great myſtery of godli- 
nels The beloved Son of God 
tempted, mocked, inſulted, triumphed 
over, and crucified by men and devils 
And yet, no intimation of the 
divine diſpleaſure !_ 


But the myſtery is ſtill increaſed, 
when we read, that God not only 
ſuffered theſe indignities, and permit- 
ted his ſufferings, but appointed them 
Vea took pleaſure in them Lea 
himſelf concurred to increaſe them, 
and laid much more on his beloved 
Son, in theſe circumſtances, than was 
in the power of men and devils to 
inflict. It pleaſed the Lord to bruife 
him ! It pleaſed the Father, while he 
determined thus to diſplay his grace 
and mercy in bringing many ſons and 
daughters to glory, at once to de- 
monſtrate his boundleſs mercy——his 
inflexible juſtice the evil of fin— 
hot: H and 
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and the certainty of the ſalvation of 
- inners, who fly to the all-atoning 


ſacriſice of the Lamb of God. 


Here we have exhibited the moſt 
awful event——the deepeſt tragedy 
that was ever acted upon earth—divine 
juſtice and vengeance purſuing the ſin- 
ner's ſurety unto death, when it pleaſed 
the Father to bruiſe bis Son The 
whole of his ſufferings are ſummed 
up in a word bruiſed 


He was bruiſed in body—Behold 
the man, when delivered into the 
hands of his tormentors! He endur- 
ed all that malice and cruelty could 
deviſe, from the moment he was de- 
livered into the hands of the Jews, 
till they adminiſtered the wormwood 
-and the gall, in his laſt expiring agony 
He gave his back to the ſmiters, and 
his cheeks to them that plucked off 
the hair—T hey plowed, with ſcourges, 
long furrows upon his back they 


beat the contemptuous thorny crown 
, into 
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into his ſacred temples his counte- | 
nance was marred more than any 
man's, they dragged him along, while 
fainting, bleeding, dying, to Calvary; 
and there they drove the nails which 
faſtened him to the tree; where he 
hung fix long hours panting - 
bleeding dying. 

Mark Anthony, in his addreſs to the 
Romans, to animate them to revenge 
the death of Cæſar, dwelt upon his 
character, his love, his donations, and 
his bequeſts to them his wounds and 
death—and then, to fire their ſouls, 
removing a cloth, ſhowed them his 
corpſe. 


Here we are called to ſee, to con- 
template the love, the life, the ſuffer- . 


ings, the death, of the bares of 
ſinners a 


His ſoul was bruiſed 
Grievous as his bodily ſufferings 
were in themſelves, they were light 
in en with what he endured 
H 2 in 
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in his ſoul. His ſervants, fupported 
by his preſence, have rejoiced in the 
midſt of bodily tortures. Nor did 
he once complain of theſe. It was 
the diſtreſs and conflict of his ſoul 
that extorted his ena his n his 
cues!!! 


The little we concetve of the luffer- | 
ings of his ſoul—it is but little 
we muſt learn from the ſentence of 
the law, and from the account given 
by the evangeliſts 


The ſentence of the law of God a- 
gainſt offenders, as the ſinner's ſurety, 
he voluntarily. undertook to endure. 
This is expreſſed by the wrath of God, 
abidipg forever; which is ſet forth by 
the image of eternal death—everlaſt- _ 
ing deſtruction from his preſence-— 
the worm which dieth not, and the 
fire that can never be quenched 


When St, Paul only reaſoned on 
tbe perfection, and penalty of the la 
on righteoulneſs, temperance and 
judgment 
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judgment to come, Felix trembled. 
When a drop of divine wrath touches 
the ſinner's conſcience, like Belſhaz- 
zar, when admoniſhed by the hand- 
writing on the wall, that he was 
weighed in the balance and found 
wanting, his heart fails—his counte- 
nance changes—his thoughts trouble 
him—the joints of his loins are looſed 
his knees tremble— his pleaſure 
js at an end- and he becomes a terror 
to himſelf, and his ſurrounding com- 
panions his impious feaſt is changed 
into a ſcene of horrid conſternation 
Thus, in every age awakened ſinners, 
in the view of God's tremendous 
Juſtice againſt offenders, have been 
often overwhelmed—— And whatever 
wrath is due to the Lord's people, as 
ſinners, the Lamb of God endured 
to the uttermoſt. 


The ſufferings of 08 ſoul, under 
a (enfe of his Father's wrath, we may 
allo conceive ſomething of, from the 


H 3 account 
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account given by the evangeliſts of 


what he endured, Mark xiv. gg. xv. 
34. Luke xxii. 41. 


In the awful ſhades of Gethſemane, 
behold the God-man! Behold the 
anguiſh of his ſoul while proftrate on 
the cold ground, finking under the 
ponderous weight of guilt, while 
wreſtling with God, pleading for ſin- 
ners, and in conflict with his own 
humanity.— He was amazed, and 
very heavy—his ſoul was exceeding 
ſorrowful, even unto death—he was 
in an agony! Ah! how was his holy 
ſoul wrung, and tortured, while a 
preternatural fweat forced blood from 
every pore! He ſweat great drops 
of blood falling to the ground 
while the cup of wrath, filled with 
every bittereſt ingredient, which the 
malignity of men and devils could 
deviſe, and which offended juſtice 
could throw into it, in the hand of 
inflexible juſtice, was held up to his 
bght— 
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ſight— So that in the view of it, his 
foul fainted within him, and was as 
melted wax Hence, determined as 
he was to go through with his under- 
taking, humanity conſtrained him to 
pray again and again, that if it were 
poſſible that cup might pals from him 
Still ſubmiſſive—ſaying, Father, 
Not my will but thine be done 
This was the beginning of ſorrows to 
this man of grief. 


After all rhe tortures of his body, 
by the bloodthirſty Jews—and after 
all the cruel and moſt envenomed 
taunt that infernal malice could deviſe, 
before he arrived at Golgotha, and 
was nailed to the bloody tree, there 
he was reviled and tempted——to 
queſtion his own Sonſhip, and Union 
with the Father—and to queſtion his 
own all-ſufficiency——while his love 
conſtrained him to ſuffer, and endure 
every indignity and every pain—infi- 
nitely more than was in the power of 
9115 mortal 
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mortal! man to ſuſtain, He choſe 
inſult and torment from his malicious 
ſoes, becauſe it was an allotted part of 
the bitter cup, which he muſt drink, 
for the expiation of the guilt contract- 
ed by his choſen friends. 


But who can guels at the agony of 
his ſoul, which extorted that bitter 
cry, while hanging on the croſs, My 
God! My God! wy haſl thou for- 
ſaken me!!! 


In the dark valley of death——in 
darknels of foul, infinitely leſs than 
which, would drive man to diſtraction 
and, deſpair—ſurrounded with all the 
combined powers of darkneſs, moſt 
probably ſuggeſting his appointment 
to, and preſenting to his view, as his 
deſerved portion, the blackneſs of 
darkncſs forever, in an eternal ſeper- 
ation from the Father—while, it may 
be, the dread of this overwhelmed 
his ſoul—darkneſs—the deſerved por- 
tion of his people—1n this dark ftate 

the 
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the Son of God-—the Savior of ſin- 
ners was left alone. The Father 
withdrew his preſence, when the Son 
was agonizing, in darkneſs without 
light-darkneſs—which conſtrained the 
ſan to withdraw his light—darkneſs— 
at which all nature trembled ; ex- 
cept the hearts of thofe finners, for 
the removal of whoſe guilt the Savior 
thus endured, that they might 
enjoy light without darkneſs in that 
eternal day, which he has purchaſed 

and prepared for them that love him! 


How vaſt the compaſſion of the 
Savior! How unmerited his love! 
What love to rebels! Man was dead, 
in fin, in law, and incapable of de- 
livering himſelf—yea, without incli- 
nation. And when we were without 
ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for the 
ungodly—-God commended his love 
to us, in that while we were yet ſin- 
ners, Chriſt died for us. Though 
even bleſſed in himſelf, the Lamb of 

God 
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God choſe miſery, that he might 


thereby exerciſe mercy. He took our 
nature, our fin, our curſe——that he 
might make us partakers of his nature, 
his righteouſneſs, his bleſſedneſs. 


How unalterable his love in the | 
mighty conflict, im the field of battle! 
As the innocent. lamb, which goes to 
the ſlaughterhouſe; as to the paſture ; 
ſo the Savior—He went as a lamb to 
the laughter, and, as a ſheep before 
her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened 
not his mouth, Iſa. liii. 7. His love, 


like a torrent, bore down all obſtacles, 
John xiii. 1. 


' How certain, and glorious the con- 
ſequences of this love, to believers ! . 
His work is complete, it is finiſhed— 
Hence, all fin is taken away, that is, 
all the fin of all that ever did, or 
ever ſhall embrace his atonement for 
ſalvation. 


Juſtice is hereby ſatisfied, 1 Peter 
ii. 24 · Pla. Ixxxv. 10. 
Guilt 


oy 


Guilt is borne away, and righteouſ- 
neſs imputed, 2 Cor. v. 21. Ia. xliv. 
21, 22, 23. Jer. I. 20. 


The deadly, deſtructive poiſon of 
the old ſerpent is extracted, and grace 
is imparted, Heb. iv. 15,16. 1 John i. 7. 


Thus the apoſile exhibited the 
Savior in the gth. and 10th. chapters 
to the Hebrews. Now 


3. Behold the Lanb of God on 
the throne of triumph, Heb. x. 12, 13. 


The Savior, having effected his 
work by ſuffering and death; and 
having lain his appointed time in the 
tomb, burſts the barriers of the 
grave, becauſe it was not poſſible that 
he ſhould be holden of them, AGs ii. 
24. He was delivered for our offences, 
and he was raiſed again for our juſti- 
fication, Rom. iv. 25. 


He died—he roſe again, he aſcend- 
ed the throne of his glory, as the 
Mediator of his people, and now it is 
| ſaid 
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ſaid, Rev. vii. 17. The Lamb which 
is in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed 
them. Now, having finiſhed his work, 
his interceſſion prevails, Heb. vii. 25. 
1 John it. 1- And, to all who be- 
lieve, and truſt in his ſalvation, 
eternal life is ſecured, Pfa. Ixxxiv. 11. 
Rom. viii. 1, 33- 

Jeſus 1s now the Lamb of God in 
the midſt of the throne of God 
Hence we are taught, | 


That Chriſt did readily offer up 
himſelf upon earth as a lamb, as an 
atonement for tranſgreſſors. He would 
not have appeared as a lamb in 
heaven, had he not firſt been thus 
exhibited upon earth. 


That his blood has conſummate 
worth and efficacy, for the purpoſes 
for which it was ſpilt. 


That we have in the Lamb an all- 
ſufficient Savior, and a compaſianats 
| advocate. 


That 
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That the Lamb is truly God]; for 
who elſe ſhall we ſuppoſe to be in the 
throne of God? God has ſaid, he will 
not give his glory to another; but 
here we ſee it given to his equal Son 
the Lamb of God. 


That the Lamb, Chriſt Jeſus, is 
conſequeatly poſſeſſed of all the at- 
tributes of the Godhead, of wiſdom, 
power, juſtice, holineſs, truth, and 
grace; that his ſovereignty is abſolute; 
that none can controulz that nothing 
can fruſtrate, or prevent the full exer- 
ciſe of his will and pleaſure, either in 
the government, and comfort of his 
church; or in the deſtruction of _ 
and their foes. 


He feeds his people What a 
bleſſing this? Happy people, thus 
fed! He feeds—and he himſelf is the 
food of their ſouls. 

He feeds them below—their en 
with food convenient; their ſouls, 
with intellectual good with divine 

1 | truth, 
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truth, divine comfort, and divine 
diſpoſitions. 


He feeds them-he feaſts them above 
with his immediate preſence and 
glory; in the full enjoyment of all 
that the eye, the ear, the heart, can 
poſſibly crave, light without darkneſs, 
ſweets without a bitter, pleaſure with- 


out pain No poſſible lack, nor any 


alloy want, ſorrow, temptation, and 
fin are removed forever; while fulneſs 
of joy, and rivers of pleaſure ever 
flow——They ſhall hunger no more 
nor thirſt, any more, neither ſhall the 
ſun light on them, nor any, ſcorching, 
heat, for the Lamb which is in the 
midſt of the throne ſhall feed them, 
and ſhall lead them to living fountains 
of water, and God ſhall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes- Rev. vii. 16, 17, 


Such honor have all his ſaints. 


. And thus we may behold the Lamb 
of God in his threefold character 


i AS 
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as 3 prophet, inſtructing his people, 
under the the Old Teſtament diſpenſ- 
ation; as a prieſt atoning for them, 
under the New; and as a King, now 
ſeated on his throne, ruling in, and 
ruling for them forever. 


; Now, brethren, behold the duty, and 


grand buſineſs of the miniſters of the 


ſanctuary. This John teaches-—to 
preach—what? the heathen doctrine, 
not to ſay, the modern preaching, 
of lifeleſs morality ?-—No—Their 
one bulineſs is to point their auditors, 
under all their guilt, and in all their 


necelſities, to this life-giving, life- 
ſapporting Savior; this Lamb of God, 
this life, and ſoul, of all true religion. | 


To point to him, as the Firſt aud 
the Laſt in covenant tranfactions, 


voluntarily offering himſelf a ſacrifice 


for ſin— Rev. xiii. 8. and as ſet forth 
in all the types, figures, and ordinances 
of the Old Teſtament diſpenſation.” 


I 2 To 


. 100 J 
To point to him, as the great anti- 
type, in his, ſuffering ſtate, from his 
birth to his crucifixion—the fountain 
opened for ſin and uncleanneſs. 


To point to him, rifing, aſcending 
and reigning above, as our repreſenta- 
tive in the preſence of God; the 
Lamb in the midſt of the throne, 
claiming our confidence and affeQion ; 
while he is wiping away the tears of 
our brethren, entered into reft; and 
encouraging us to haſten our ſteps, in 
the ſame courſe, in which they ran for 
the prize, Rev. ii. 10, and iii. 21. 


This ſubject was the glory of Patri- 7 
archs, Prieſts, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
and Saints in all ages And we had 
better be dumb, and dead, than ceaſe 
to commend, and point to this Lamb 
of God —-to point to him, through 
all his ordinances, and ſervices. 

To behold and crown Him with 
glory in the heaven of heavens, is 


the glory, and bufineſs, of eternity. 
* This 
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This is the duty, and buſineſs of 
3 nou to point ſinners to the 
Lamb of God, 1 Tim. 1. 15. 1 Cor. 


d 22. 


And, while we thus point out the 
Savior, we call upon you to repent, 
to look unto him, and be ſaved. 


But this ſubject, however needful 
for dying ſinners, is generally un- 
welcome to moft claſſes of people 
The ungodly and prophane, the ſor- 
did worldling, the careleſs ſinner, and 
the ſelf-ſufficient formaliſt, will be 
equally offended at it, and alſo with 


the faithful preachers of it. The Goſ- 


pel, faithfully delivered, at once tends 
to check the pride, and the paſſions of 
finful men; this unconverted ſinners 
cannot brook. And they will accouut 
them their enemies who tell them the 
truth, Gal. iv. 16. 2 Tim. iv. 3. 
From the very ſame principle, a diſ- 
approbation of plain truth, many are 
offended with what is termedextempore 


f 13 preaching, 
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preaching, and wiſh for miniſters to 
read their ſermons. They plead for ac- 
curacy and precifion; whereas their 


wiſh is rather to blunt the edge, and 


cutting tendency of a familiar, plain, 


and pointed addreſs to their conſcien- 
ces, which undoubtedly are in general 
more affected by an extempore, than a 
ritten diſcourſe——This is an in- 
ducement to faithful miniſters to 


riſque all conſequences, while they thus 
faithfully endeavour to diſcharge the 
truſt committed to them. They hope 
to wound the ſinner with a ſenſe of his 
. fin, that they may with effect adminiſter 
the healing balm of the goſpel. They 
wiſh not to: offend any, but with a 
view to their profit. But they muſt 


acquit themſelves to, and pleale God 
rather than man. 


Nor will they ceaſe to extollthe Lamb 
of Goc. - Chriſt crucified, to the Jews 
za ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks 
looliſhneſs; but, unto them which 

ä are 
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are called, Chriſt the power of God, 
and the wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. 1. 2. 


Behold then, Brethren, your duty 
and obligations, thus to view, admire, 
and adore this Lamb of God, in his 
Deity, Perfections, Grace, and Glory-= 
This is a ſubject of wiſdom indeed, 
—of faith—of triur;ph—of light, life, 
liberty, and love, to all the people 
of God. 6+ wer 


While the unbelieving end re- 
main unaffected ſpeQators, or pre- 
ſumptuous offenders againſt this 
great myſtery of godlineſs, and are 
ready to ſay - Why ſuch extravagant 
"expreſſions about the Lamb of God? 
the believer thus argues— Has Jeſus 
received in his heart the ſword of 
juſtice aimed at my breaft, and ſhall 
I be unaffected? Has he pardoned 
my innumerable, and aggravated 
tranlgreſſions, and given me faith in 
his mercy, and ſhall I not praiſe him? 
Jun he permit me, a poor ingrate, 

to 
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to hope for an eternal enjoyment of 
him in his kingdom? and thall I ceaſe 
to love him ? God forbid. | 


By beholding this Lamb of God, 
with a ſpiritual eye, bis life, his image, 
his love is imparted We look to him, 
and are healed of our wounds—we 
look to him, and are, in part, now 
transformed into bis hkeneſls——we 
look to him, and 3 in him as 


aur portion. | 
Thus beholding him, as it draws 


en God into the ſoul, it ſweetly 
attracts the foul to God, Pla. xlii. 1. 


As profeſſed chriſtians, and fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, it behoves you to 


attend to this ſublime ſubject, and to 


conſider the leſſons of improvement 
you may derive from it you will then 


conclude, that our wiſh is, not to 
form your minds into a mere ſyſtem — 
a ſyſtem of dry ſpeculation, a ſour 


HY Mon of doctrine - which neither 
ſoftens 
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ſoftens the heart, nor ſpiritualizes the 
foul—No=— but: 
| To make known to your hearts 
through the divine Spirit, a Savior, 
ſuch an one as you need. 

To evangelize your minds, and lead 
them to this heavenly object, as all i; in 
all—that you may be aſſimilated to 
him—and be happy in his image. 
' To engage your ſupreme love to 
Jeſus—This you are to manifeſt by 
the love, and conformity you bear to 
his precepts His dying requeſt 
25 If ye love me, keep my 
commandments! * , 
What need have the beſt to eaſt 


themſelves upon the Divine Mercy, 
with the publican's ROT be 

merciful to me a ſinner! 
Here is encouragement for ſuch— 
The Lamb of God takes away fin— 
He takes away the guilt of ſin, 
therefore, if you believe in him, you 
need 
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need not dread it; for there is no con- 
demnation to them that are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Romans viii. 1. He takes 
away the love of fin, let your lives 
manifeſt it. There is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, 


who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit, Rom. viü. 1. 


He came to adminiſter a ſovereign 
balm to every wounded ſoul, Mat. xi. 
28. 


Behold then————thus behold the 
Lamb of God= 


Thus to know age is our — 
wiſdom 


Thus to believe in him, is our high- 


eſt privilege=— 

Thus to love and obey him, is our 
higheſt happineſs, in time, and in 
eternit 

O thou Dear Lamb of God! Do 


thou grant to us the completion. 


Amen. Ma 57 | 
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